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P r o t e s t  t h a t  p rocuremen t  s h o u l d  have been  
set a s i d e  f o r  small  b u s i n e s s  is d e n i e d  
s i n c e ,  w i t h  c e r t a i n  e x c e p t i o n s  n o t  rele- 
v a n t  h e r e ,  n o t h i n g  i n  t h e  Small  B u s i n e s s  
A c t  or  r e g u l a t i o n s  manda te s  t h a t  any  
pa r t i cu la r  p r o c u r e m e n t  be s e t  a s i d e  f o r  
smal l  b u s i n e s s .  

I n l i n g u a  S c h o o l s  o f  Languages ( I n l i n g u a )  protests t h a t  
Agency f o r  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Development ( A I D )  i n v i t a t i o n  f o r  
b i d s  ( I F B )  N o .  IFB/COD/OTR-83-002 is n o t  set a s i d e  f o r  small 
b u s i n e s s  c o n c e r n s .  

We summar i ly  d e n y  t h e  protest .  

The IFB s o l i c i t e d  b i d s  f o r  l a n g u a g e  t r a i n i n g ,  
Accord ing  t o  I n l i n g u a ,  t h e  IFB was i s s u e d  a t  t h e  same t i m e  
a s  IFB N o .  IFB/COD/OTR-83-003, which  a l so  so l ic i ted  b i d s  f o r  
l a n g u a g e  t r a i n i n g .  The o n l y  d i f f e r e n c e  be tween t h e  t w o ,  
a c c o r d i n g  t o  I n l i n g u a ,  is t h a t  t h e  l a t t e r  ' IFB is set a s i d e  
for small  b u s i n e s s  and  t h e  protested IFB is n o t .  I n  
I n l i n g u a ' s  o p i n i o n ,  t h e  p r o t e s t e d  IFB s h o u l d  be a small 
b u s i n e s s  s e t - a s i d e ,  s i n c e  f o r  t h e  pas t  5 t o  7 y e a r s  small  
b u s i n e s s  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  have  been  s u c c e s s f u l  i n  o b t a i n i n g  
a w a r d s  f o r  A I D ' S  l a n g u a g e  t r a i n i n g  n e e d s  u n d e r  U n r e s t r i c t e d  
I F B ' s  and have  pe r fo rmed  s a t i s f a c t o r i l y ,  I n l i n g u a  s t a t e s  
t h a t  a n  u n r e s t r i c t e d  I F B  w i l l  permit l a r g e  b u s i n e s s  c o n c e r n s  
t o  u n d e r c u t  t h e s e  small b u s i n e s s  c o n c e r n s  i n  t h e  b i d d i n g .  

With c e r t a i n  e x c e p t i o n s ,  n o t  r e l e v a n t  h e r e ,  t h e r e  is 
n o t h i n g  i n  t h e  Small B u s i n e s s  A c t  o r  t h e  p r o c u r e m e n t  r e g u l a -  
t i o n s  which makes it mandatory  t h a t  any  p a r t i c u l a r  p r o c u r e -  
ment  be  set a s i d e  f o r  small b u s i n e s s .  W h i l e  i t  is t h e  
Government ' s  p o l i c y  t h a t  a f a i r  p r o p o r t i o n  of p u r c h a s e s  be 
p l a c e d  w i t h  small  b u s i n e s s  c o n c e r n s ,  t h e  d e c i s i o n  w h e t h e r  a 
p a r t i c u l a r  p r o c u r e m e n t  should be set  a s i d e  f o r  small  b u s i -  
n e s s  is e s s e n t i a l l y  w i t h i n  t h e  d i s c r e t i o n  o f  t h e  c o n t r a c t i n g  
agency .  R o m a r  C o n s u l t a n t s ,  I n c . ,  8-206764, March 29, 1982 ,  
82-1 CPD r9-0: 

. I .  , 



8-210937 2 

'. 
Consequently,  w e  cannot l ega l ly  o b j e c t  to AID'S f a i l u r e  

to make t h e  p r o t e s t e d  IFB a smal l  b u s i n e s s  s e t - a s i d e .  
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